

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of WIPOA




Feb. 10, 2009

The annual meeting of WIPOA was called to order @5:45 PM, at the Paradis Resturant, in san Salvador, Bahamas. In attendance  were 27 property owners, representing 29 lots, and 2 guests. A quorum was present.

New WIPOA members, and the board of directors, were introduced by Mike Weber. 

Mike described the road work that had been undertaken over the last 14 months, which has resulted in the much improved road situation.  The work was primarily undertaken by Mr. Raymond Russell, with assistance in the form of providing and delivering the road fill by Mr. Hilton Ferguson, Pres. Of Columbus Landings. Thus far WIPOA has spent just over $33,000 for this effort. On an ongoing basis, additional expenses, will be incurred, but at a much reduced level. The soil stabilizer that was applied to certain sections of the road, is still being evaluated as to whether or not it improves the longevity of the repairs enough to warrant the cost of the material.

Discussion then turned to the ongoing problems at WIPOA’s garbage site, where people are dumping material not intended for the dump(i.e. construction trash, appliances ,etc) people who have not paid dues are using the site, people dumping garbage without putting it in garbage bags or into the barrels that are provided. All of which results in an ugly mess. Various options were suggested including closing the dump, having Columbus Landings Co. take over responsibility, putting a “dumpster” on site. Mike will collect additional information and the board will make a decision at their next meeting.

The members were informed that at the present time, WIPOA is without legal representation as our previous counsel notified us last year that they could no longer represent  us, because of a “conflict of interest”.  The specifics of the conflict were not provided to us. Mike will pursue finding legal representation.

After much delay, WIPOA’s web site will be up again in the near future. This is the result of efforts by Tim Smith, who volunteered to under  take this effort..

It was then reported that last fall, the San Salvador Island Council, issued a building permit on near Snow Bay, for a mini resort of 6 small cottages. The problem is that the lot on which the cottages are located is zoned under for “Single Family Residence”. The Island Council, who were all elected last year, was not aware of the zoning restrictions within Columbus Landings, and thus approved the plans. Since construction of those cottages is underway, the Council will not revoke the building permit. Mike reported that the previous council and previous Island Administrator were aware of this issue, but failed to pass that information on to their successors. Mike also indicated that he has since met with the new Council and the new Administrator and the Administrator  supports WIPOA. Thus in the future, no building permits will be considered by the Council, unless WIPOA has approved them. We will not be reviewing those plans as to engineering issues, but rather as to zoning, setbacks, wells, septic, etc.

The concept of modifying the dues structure was then presented for discussion and input. There are a couple of specific reasons to review the dues. First, it would seems to make sense that since those property owners who have built on the island are using the infrastructure of WIPOA to a greater extent than those property owners who have not built (i.e. roads, garbage site, Grotto Beach) they should pay a higher dues rate. Secondly, and for the same reason, multi family buildings should pay dues for each residence unit.
With general agreement from the members in attendance, the board indicated they will consider this issue at their next meeting.

The 2008 financial statement was then presented. (see attached) 

The current Board of Directors consists of the following;

Mike Weber,  Pres

Jo Ecklund,  Sec/Treas
Bill Bickle

BrendaLee Jones-Strachen

Ray Parino

Two of the board members for last year, Dave Longacre and Jenni Johnson, are no longer on the board.

Mike indicated that both he and Jo, would like to end there officer positions by the next annual meeting. Further the 2 vacancies should be filled and he invited anyone interested in coming on the board, to let him know. The board will discuss this at their next meeting. The members in attendance were in agreement to maintain the current board as presented.

Mr. Alexander Flowers, the Island administrator , was than introduced.

Their being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 PM, and was followed by dinner.

